
 

Connecticut Society Sons of the American Revolution  

Board of Managers Meeting 

September 23, 2017 

Woodbridge Library, Woodbridge, CT 
 

President Ethan A. Stewart, Sr. called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. 

Following the invocation, a moment of silence was observed for our compatriots who have passed away 

this year 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, and the Pledge to the SAR, Secretary Paul Selnau indicated that, with 

11 members in attendance, a quorum was present for the meeting. 

 

Minutes from the previous meeting on November 5, 2016 were approved on line. 

 

Committee and Branch Reports are posted on our web site: 

 

Treasurer’s Report – (See full report on the web site) Daniel Benoit passed out the report that is posted 

on line and reported that our investments are doing very well this year. 

 

David Packard reported that arrangements are being made for approximately 300 students from the New 

London School system to visit the School House in October.  He will be able to cover the cost within his 

projected budget.  David also reported that approximately fifty percent of the articles in the basement at 

the School House in New London have been cataloged. 

 

Old Business 

 

Paul Selnau photographed our first CTSSAR flag and shared a color print.  It was determined that the 

print would be framed and displayed at the War Office.  The flag will remain in the safe deposit that Paul 

Selnau has registered at the Bank of Americana in Farmington until such time the origination determines 

that other arrangements should be made.  Paul noted that there is room in the box for additional items that 

the CTSSAR wishes to place in it.  A general discussion took place about verifying who has the keys and 

access to the current safe deposit box; at this point it remains unclear. It was also noted that text about the 

flag would be sent to Paul, he would add it to the image and reprint it for framing.  David Packard 

indicated that he had a contact that would fold and preserve the flag so it could be stored correctly in the 

safe deposit box.  David and Paul will make the arrangements to have this done. 

 

New Business 

 

Damien has been working on the new letter that will be sent along with the dues notice.  The President 

stated that the Branch One was the only one who submitted information.  All branches were encouraged 

to submit information on their events for publication.  All information wishing to be placed in the 

newsletter must be sent to Damien. 

 



The massing of the Colors is schedule for October 21, 2017 at the United Methodist Church in New 

Canaan. 

 

President Stewart noted that over 150 people attended the State Grave Marking ceremony and he had 

three members of the public inquire about membership.  The bunting flags that were purchased for the 

event were presented to Dave Packard for use at other events and at the properties.  Anyone interested in 

using the flags for an event should contact Dave.  Ethan presented David Perkins with an album of 

photographs taken by SAR and DAR members in attendance. During the restoration of the stones, a 1738 

½ penny was discovered.  It was presented to David Packard for display at the War Office. In addition to 

the coin, several portions of grave markers were discovered, the hope is to have then reassembled and 

placed at the cemetery.  The proclamation we received for the event was shared with members present and 

will be given to the historian. 

 

President Stewart received a call from a DAR member who was discarding several old articles and some 

that refer to SAR branches.  Several relate to other States; David Perkins is in position of these items and 

will bring them to the leadership meeting and give them to the States.  There are several articles that 

President Stewart is still reviewing, he will discuss this in greater detail at the November meeting. He did 

discover a CTSSAR booklet from1896 that references the plaque on display at War Office.  This booklet 

was given to David Packard for display. 

 

The President reported that he has replaced the nominating committee.  He sent out a letter to the current 

members thanking them for their service.  All replies received from the current members were positive.  

The nominating committee will be: Bill Robbins, Tyler Smith and Damien Cregeau. 

 

John Harrison discussed the 300th anniversary celebration in Litchfield scheduled for September 6 -7, 

2019.  They plan on have a monument made and erected to recognize the revolutionary war and dedicated 

that weekend.  Several patriotic groups will be in attendance.  The group is inquiring as to our interest in 

participating and setting up an encampment that will be in place for all or part of the weekend.  All 

members present were very interested in participating and felt an encampment could be in place that 

weekend.  John will let the group know that we are interested and will continue to be the point person for 

the CTSSAR involvement in the event. 

 

David Perkins discussed the process for members wishing to submit an application for the Grave Marking 

medal.  Dave submitted a sample form and a description of the process for filing.  The look back period 

for past grave markings that will qualify is March 1, 2011.  Dave will email out the application and the 

instructions. 

 

Dave Perkins noted that it has been several years since we’ve updated our directory and recommended 

that we publish a new directory this year and requested the funds to pay for the printing and mailing.  

After a general discussion on which budget should be used, it was determined that we should add a line 

item in the yearly budget to cover this expense that we’ll incur every two years. Daniel Benoit made a 

motion that we allocate an additional $1,200.00 to the Secretaries’ budget to cover the cost of the 

directories.  The motion was seconded by Bill Lane.  All members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

David Perkins noted that we’ve received the Admiral Furlong award, CAR award, JROTC and Eagle 

Scout participation, Patriot Biography certificate, Patriot and Patriotism.  The Liberty Medal and oak leaf 

clusters for Ken Buckbee and David Perkins have been awarded. 

 



The CTSSAR will be submitting Doug Lemay for the General Westmoreland award.  Doug has over sit 

thousand hours of service with veteran’s organizations.  All members are in full support of his 

application. 

 

The President and the Secretary indicated that due to the delay in receiving information set to the PO Box, 

it’s use should be discouraged.  Dan will reach out to the East Haddam post office and see what’s 

involved changing or forwarding mail from the box to another address. 

 

Due to the volume and complexities of the CTSSAR correspondence Secretary Selnau is reviewing the 

duties of the Secretary in an effort to consolidate and clarify responsibilities.  Currently the Secretary, The 

Technology Manager, and the Treasures are involved in “secretarial” duties, and although each member 

tries to disseminate correct information, the distribution of duties has created some confusion and delays 

in processing CTSSAR documents.  He is therefore recommending that we redefine the duties of these 

three members.  We currently have an assistant secretary, who’s responsibility is to fill in for the secretary 

when he is not available, this position must change.  He recommended that we rename Secretarial 

positions to; a Recording Secretary (the official secretary) and a Communicating Secretary and we define 

specific duties to each, creating a more efficient process for conducting CTSSAR business. Further details 

on the division of duties will be forthcoming, it is the intent to have this documentation available for 

BOM review prior to the February meeting and implemented for the selection of the 2018 – 2019 officers.  

The question was raised as to the current list of duties and responsibilities of all members. Secretary 

Selnau indicated that we have an older copy that he will revise. He will reach out to each officer and get a 

list of the duties they are currently providing.  All members present agreed with the approach. 

 

The Treasurer is waiting for additional information to file form 990, due on November 15, 2017.  After 

the April meeting the audit is done, after the audit is complete the timing is such that we’ve needed to file 

extensions. 

 

Following the SAR recessional and the benediction, the meeting was adjourned at 12:00 

 

Respectfully submitted: Paul H. Selnau, CTSSAR Secretary  


